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			What Travel Means To You 

						By Nishad Raut
					
				
					The word ‘Travel’ if literally defined, is said to move from one place to another, but it varies from person to person. The process is the same, but the experience one receives from it differs from everyone else. The purpose of travelling varies as well. For me, travelling is a rather new experience, it is a curiosity to explore the cultures around the world and the mode of transport.

 Being a major in Ancient Indian Culture, I find it intriguing to visit locations of historical happenings and importance, architecture and mystery. There are many such places around the world which are highly bejewelled with art and culture. Take the example of Rome in Italy, the capital of the Holy Roman Empire known for art and architecture around the city, Vatican City and how could someone forget pizzas and kinds of pasta. Here I observe a beautiful blend of art and food together. As a result, it is inevitable to try these things and meet new people in the city. Meeting new people and being curious about where they come from and what sort of food they consume, this emotion is somewhat inexplicable, but I travel for this very emotion itself.

Travel does not mean always visiting new places and experiencing different things, it also changes our outlook on how privileged we as an individual are and in turn, it makes us more humble towards other people. Nature is one prime element of our life and never fails to mesmerize us. Intrigued by the natural landscapes and phenomena around the world, it would be of great contentment to experience the Aurora Borealis in the skies of Norway, Sweden, and Iceland. Surely, it would be great to view these memories on your devices, but the sheer experience of visiting there in person sets it apart from the virtual touch. I would travel to such locations around the world for the sole purpose of experience. What would matter to me the most is also the mode of transportation I am using, because I personally feel that if you are a traveller and you want to visit a destination as the locals would, then that experience would be worth remembering. It should not matter which mode of transport you are using. A quote that comes to my mind when I think of travel is, ‘Out there is a new world, which we’re destined to explore’. That being the case, travel to me is an experience for which I yearn for. 
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			The Epic 7-Day Itinerary To Complete Your Ultimate Bucketlist Of Vietnam

						By Sakshi Rane
					
				
					Vietnam is a country located in Southeast Asia famous for its natural landscapes, luscious cuisine and fascinating colonial history. The nightlife here is something you should not miss out on. If you’re looking for a perfect itinerary that covers Vietnam’s must-visit and exciting places then check out our epic 7-day itinerary given below. 

 

Day                                                      Highlights

Day 1                                                   Arrival in Ho Chi Minh City

Day 2                                                   Cu Chi Tunnel & Ben Thanh Market

Day 3                                                   Ho Chi Minh to Da Nang

Day 4                                                   Ba Na Hills & Golden Hand Bridge

Day 5                                                   Da Nang to Hanoi

Day 6                                                   Halong Bay Day Trip

Day 7                                                   Depart Hanoi

 

Day-wise itinerary: 

 

Day 1 : Arrival in Ho Chi Minh City

Welcome to Ho Chi Minh city, historically famous  as Saigon. Arrive at the hotel and check-in. Spend your evening with some authentic Vietnamese food and taste the famous Vietnamese coffee. Enjoy the nightlife of Saigon. Stroll around Bui Vien Street which is filled with restaurants, pubs and bars. 

 

                        Credits - Mekong Smile Tour Website


Day 2 : Cu Chi Tunnel & Ben Thanh Market

Start your day with Banh Mi (Vietnamese sandwich) as breakfast. Visit the underground tunnels - Cu Chi Tunnel, which were built to combat the American forces during the Vietnam war. In the evening, explore Ben Thanh Market.

 

                           Credits - Thrillophilia



Day 3 : Ho Chi Minh to Da Nang

Today after breakfast, leave for Da Nang. Visit the Marble Mountains - a natural wonder. Explore the marvelous caves, pagodas, tunnels and towers here. Spend your evening walking over Da Nang’s iconic Dragon Bridge. Experience the water and light show where the bridge is lit up with LED lights at night. 

 

                            Credits -Viator


Day 4 : Ba Na Hills & Golden Hand Bridge

Get ready to spend your day at Ba Na Hills - home to the renowned architectural marvel ‘Golden Hands Bridge’. Ascend the hills on top 10 of the world’s highest and longest cable car ride. Cross the 150m bridge and take insta worthy pictures here. At the top of the hills, wander the French village to get transported to France of yesteryear. Tour the beautiful gardens and indulge in thrilling adventure rides. In the evening, drive towards Hoi An. Hop on the Hoi An lantern boat and enjoy your dinner by the river. 

 

                            Credits - instagram / ayda_june

Day 5 : Da Nang to Hanoi

Post breakfast, leave for Hanoi - the capital of Vietnam. Discover stunning places such as Ngoc Son Temple, Long Bien Bridge, Train Station and Hanoi Train Street. Spend the evening at the Beer Street by having a beer or pho (noodle soup) and relish the local food. 

 

                             Credits - Welcome to Vietnam Website


Day 6 :  Halong Bay Day Trip

Today after a leisurely breakfast, head out for a day trip to Halong Bay. Embark on a cruise and enjoy the view of the limestone archipelagos and emerald water. You can try kayaking and snorkeling here. End the day with a delicious feast. 

 

                              Credits - Holidify



Day 7 : Depart Hanoi

Post breakfast, explore the city with a walk around the Hoan Kiem lake and the Old Quarter. Scout the narrow valleys of Dong Xuan Market and indulge in shopping. Later bid adieu to Vietnam and the trip with exciting memories.

 

                                 Credits - Pixabay / quangpraha


So what are you waiting for? Book your Vietnam trip with The Bucketlister and join us on an exciting adventure!
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			Spiti Valley - The Best Time To Visit & Places To Explore

						By Sakshi Rane
					
				
						
‘The journey is even more beautiful than the destination’- and this is what Spiti Valley offers. Spiti is a picturesque valley in Himachal Pradesh, India. Spiti is known as ‘the middle land’ as it separates India from Tibet. This mesmerizing valley is home to the snow-capped mountains and is one of the coldest places in India. If you want to experience the magical vibe of Spiti valley, then consider the following places to explore:



	Key Monastery


Himachal Pradesh is home to many monasteries, Key Monastery is the oldest one. It is a famous Tibetan Buddhist monastery which is located at an altitude of 4,166 m above sea level. It enshrines the stunning Buddha shrine along with ancient manuscripts, books and murals. 

                                  Credits: Exotic Miles



	Chandratal Lake


Chandratal Lake is a must-visit attraction in Spiti valley. It is known as the ‘Lake of the Moon’. The lake is crescent-shaped and its colour keeps changing as the day progresses. It is surrounded by greenery and snow-capped mountains that makes it an ideal camping and trekking destination.



                       Credits: Moxtain

	Kaza


Kaza is the capital and main town of Spiti Valley. It is a town filled with tranquility and serenity. It is surrounded by snow-capped mountains, streams, rivers and has a picturesque landscape. Kaza literally has everything from beautiful monasteries, mesmerizing lakes and quaint hamlets. So don’t forget to visit this town when traveling to Spiti.



                                     Credits: Thrillophilia



	Tabo Monastery


Tabo monastery is known as “Ajanta of Himalayas”. The key attractions of the monastery are the multiple stupas and has temples dedicated to Tara and Maitreya Buddha. The walls of the monastery are adorned with ancient paintings, murals, statues and frescos. Tabo monastery is a historically significant site and hence is under the Archeological Survey of India. 



                                     Credits: Exotic Miles

	Kunzum Pass


Kunzum pass is located at 4,590 m and is a gateway to Spiti valley via Kullu and Lahaul. It is the source of Spiti river and is one of the highest motorable mountain passes in India. The pass offers spectacular views of Bara-Shigri glacier. It houses a temple dedicated to goddess Kunzum devi. Visitors stop by the temple and seek blessings of the goddess. 



                                      Credits: Holidify



	Pin Valley National Park


Pin Valley National Park is India’s highest cold valley national park. The national park is home to more than 20 species of flora and fauna.  It is a habitat of endangered animals like snow leopard and Siberian fox. It is famous for its trek. Pin Valley National Park is a must-visit if you are a nature enthusiast. 



                           Credits: Indian Holiday



	Nako


Nako is a picturesque village which is surrounded by lush greenery. The village offers breath-taking places to explore such as Nako Lake and Nako Monastery. Visitors are excited at the lake by the milky water of the waterfall. The willow and poplar trees surrounding the lake adds to the beauty of the location. Nako monastery is situated by the Nako lake and houses several idols and stupas. The wall is decorated with beautiful paintings. 



                            Credits: Devil on wheels



	Chicham Bridge


Chicham Bridge is the highest hanging bridge in Asia and is located above 13,780 ft above sea level. It was built for connecting the villages- Kibber and Chicham. The view from the bridge is spectacular. You can explore Chicham village and Chandratal lake easily from here. 



                             Credits: A walk in the world

	Gue Monastery


Gue monastery is located in Gue village. It is well-known for a 500 year old mummy of a Buddhist monk. It is believed that he started his mummification while he was still alive. The monastery is situated near the Indo Tibetan border and is surrounded by mountains on all sides. 



                           Credits: Travel and trekking



	 Suicide Point


Located 3 kms from Kalpa, Suicide point is famous for its intriguing trench and amazing atmosphere. A walk to the suicide point takes you through the sight of apple orchards. You can spend some time here to click instagram worthy photos. 



                                              Credits: GOGO Magazine



	Dhankar Monastery


Dhankar monastery, also known as Dhangkar Gompa is the main center of Buddhist culture. It is listed as one of the 100 most endangered monuments in the world. The major attraction here is the Vairochana statue. The wall of the monastery is decorated with Thangka paintings. The monastery also houses a small museum with scriptures and murals. 



                                Credits: Thrillophilia



	 Hikkim, Komic & Langza


Hikkim, Komic and Langza are three beautiful villages that you can visit from Kaza. Hikkim is a village well-known for the world’s highest post office. You can send letters to your loved ones from here. Komic is the world’s highest village. It is a quaint and ideal location for a rejuvenating holiday. Langza, also known as fossil village, is a picturesque village known for ancient monasteries and prehistoric buildings. Here you can visit the iconic Budhha statue overlooking the Spiti valley.



                             Credits: Roy Tells Tales

Best time to Visit : 

If you want to experience pleasant weather then summer months March-June are considered to be the best. 

If you are looking for a perfect winter holiday then October-February are the months for you. 



So what are you waiting for? To experience a fascinating trip to Spiti Valley, join The Bucketlister.
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			How to cover Sikkim in 5 Days
				
					Sikkim is the smallest state in India situated in the North-eastern part of Himalayas. It is also bordered with Bhutan, Tibet and Nepal. Sikkim is also home of glaciers, wildflowers, and Beautiful Buddhist Monasteries. It also has one of the 3rd Highest Mountain in the world which is mountain Kanchenjunga. Sikkim have everything to offer for a tourist, a leisure destination, a honeymoon destination, a family destination, or an Adventure destination. Sikkim would never disappoint.

Sikkim is the beautiful state and its beauty is spread over in every region and it takes time to explore the beauty of each region. It is not possible to cover Sikkim in just 5 days. But some parts of it can be covered which will make your journey unforgettable and will fill it with lots of beautiful memories.

Day 1- Starting with the entry point which can be Bagdogra Airport or the New Jalpaiguri Railway station (NJP). The time duration from Bagdogra airport to enter Gangtok takes around 4hrs and from NJP railway station it takes about 5hrs. you have to take private transfers or you can choose to use public transfers based on your choice and budget. Private transfers usually take around 3000-3500. You can bargain the rates. With the vehicle owner. 

After reaching at Gangtok from the 5hrs journey. Check-in into hotel have some rest and, in the evening, go and explore the local market of Gangtok which is MG Marg where you can shop for clothes, shoes their famous local street foods and restaurants MG Marg is always Crowded and filled with happiness you can also try local cuisine of Sikkimese there are also clubs and cafes you can explore. And enjoy the beautiful evening at MG Marg. 

One of the main highlights of Sikkim is the Northern Part of Sikkim which makes people believe that heaven truly exists. The beauty of white snow covered mountains, the valley of flowers and the zero point where the civilisation ends. The part which is bordered by China. It is something to witness rather than just surfing through the internet. The north Sikkim is divided into 2parts which is Lachen and Lachung which offers beautiful and mesmerizing beauty. 

Day 2 - Next day after early breakfast you can check out from hotel and move your journey towards Lachen North Sikkim. It takes around 5-6hrs to reach lachen. But do not worry the journey is a way more beautiful than a destination…you may come across various waterfalls with lush green mountains. Where you can stop your car take a break of lunch, tea or coffee and enjoy the environment and its beauty. In evening after reaching at hotel make sure to sleep as early as possible. Because next day you have to wake up at 4 in the morning. To reach the attraction.


Day 3 - Waking up early morning around 4 and starting your journey towards one of the highest lake in India and the 3rd largest in the world. Gurudongmar lake situated at an altitude of 17,00ft. . This lake is frozen completely in winter season so the best time to visit is in summer where you can witness half frozen and half unfrozen lake which is another level of beauty. It takes around 4-5hrs to reach the Lake. Indian tourist can visit but there are some permits which must be taken prior. And foreigners are not allowed here. Then on the way to the next attraction which is Kala Pathar the beautiful black mountains half covered with snow looks like Black Forest cake. Where you can enjoy your time having fun in snow. Make sure to wear warm clothes and carry medicines with you because of the high altitude the oxygen level is low and you might fall sick. Then head back towards the hotel lachen check -out And then on the way to Lachung. And spend your night at Lachung.


Day 4 – Waking up early in the morning and heading towards Yumthang Valley. Also known as Valley of flowers. Its uniqueness is when you visit in summers all you get is flowers of different species but when you visit in winters it is all covered with snow. So it makes tourist to visit at least 2times in a year so that they can witness the beauty of nature that changes through the season It’s a beautiful valley make sure to click pictures and videos as many as you want. Then heading towards the next attraction which is Zero Point which is usually covered with Snow and is also the end of the civilisation at an altitude of 15,000ft. it takes around 1.5hrs to reach zero point from Yumthang valley. It is considered as one of the best places to visit for snow. There is also a small café which is run by an Army where you can sit and have your snack also there is a hot spring while going towards Yumthang valley so if you want you can take a stop there or continue to head back to hotel grab a lunch pack your bags check – out from the hotel and back to Gangtok. You will reach by night have a dinner and get a good sleep.


Day 5 – After you breakfast complete your check – out formalities and on the way back to Airport or Railway station. End of your beautiful and memorable journey.

 

So, when are you planning to visit Sikkim???put it on your Bucketlist and make sure to visit this small and beautiful state.
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			Discovering the Historical Delights of Hampi
				
					Once the capital of the great Vijaynagara empire, also blessed to have witnessed the legendary epic Ramayan, home to some of India’s spectacular temples which are no less than an engineering marvel, the city of Hampi is a wonder in its own. Even today, Hampi stands out unique with the kind of architectural magic it holds, preserving India’s rich and cultural heritage.

Let's take a look at the different historical heritage monuments that make Hampi so special.


-Temples in Hampi



	 Virupaksha Temple


 

Picture credits: Wikimedia commons

 

The Virupaksha temple is one of the oldest and most popular temples in Hampi. Located on the banks of river Tungabhadra, this beautiful temple is dedicated to Lord Shiva. Believed to be built by Lokahamadevi, the wife of Vikramaditya II to commemorate the King's success in a battle over the Pallavas of Kanchi in the 7th century. A UNESCO World Heritage Site, it is built in the south indian architectural style. The temple has three gopurams, the eastern gopuram being the largest. The eastern gopuram has nine storeys and stands 50 meters tall. Many stunning sculptures of hindu gods and goddesses adorn the outer face of the gopurams. The walls are beautifully decorated with ornate stone work. The main deity is lord Virupaksha, a form of lord shiva but the temple is also abode to few other hindu deities too. The striking feature of the temple are the pillared halls, which are said to be built by Krishnadevraya during his reign. He built the central pillared hall ‘Maharanga Mandapam’ during his time. He is considered to be a major contributor in the development of the temple.



	Vittala Temple




Picture credits: Pinterest

 

Considered as the epicenter of Hampi, the vittala temple is the most well known and celebrated architectural masterpiece of Hampi. It is a marvel in its own way. The temple is dedicated to vitthal, a form of lord Vishnu. Originally built in the 15th century, many successive kings thereafter enhanced the temple complex during their regimes. The highlight of the temple is its incredible and highly impressive musical pillars and the widely known stone chariot, which is in fact a shrine built in the form of a chariot. Garuda - the vehicle of lord Vishnu, its image was originally enshrined within its sanctum. It is referred as a monolithic structure but in reality it is built using giant granite stones. In front of the chariot two elephants are placed and they seem like they’re pulling the chariot. Originally there were two horses carved in that position. Moving ahead of the chariot, one reaches the Maha-Mantapa(the Great hall). The main highlight of the Maha-Mantapa are the delicately carved giant monolithic pillars. The outermost of these pillars are popularly known as musical pillars. These giant carved pillars emit musical tones when tapped, indeed a true architectural marvel.



	Lakshmi Narasimha Temple


 

Picture credits: Pinterest

 

Dedicated to lord Vishnu’s fourth avatar, lord Narasimha (half-man, half-lion incarnation). This is the biggest monolithic statue is Hampi, a breathtaking view for visitors as it would be full of curiosity as to how beautifully and delicately they have carved it way back in 1528 without any help of technology. It was built during the reign of Krishnadevaraya. The statue is also referred to as ‘Ugra Narasimha’ that is Narasimha in its terrifying form. The original statue had an image of goddess Lakshmi, consort of lord Vishnu sitting on his lap trying to pacify his anger. The statue has been severely damaged during the attacks of islamic invaders leading to the end of Vijayanagara empire. A large part of goddess lakshmi is missing, only the goddess’s hands are visible if you take a closer look. The nails and rings on her fingers are done with perfection.


-Historical places related to Ramayan



	Anjaneya Hill


 

Picture credits: Pinterest

 

One of the most sacred places in Hampi, this hill is the birthplace of Lord Hanuman. Lord Hanuman was born to mother Anjana and thus Hanuman ji is also known as Anjaneya and thus the hill is named as Anjaneyadri (Anjaneya’s hill). The hill can be easily spotted from a distance with the temple located on the hilltop in white trail of steps zigzagging all the way to the top. The story of Ramayan is recited here daily. The idol of lord Hanuman is carved on the rock. There is also a small shrine of lord Ram and lady sita in the temple. Apart from this, the hilltop gives a stunning panoramic view of the surrounding area. It takes around 45 minutes to 1 hour to reach the hilltop, make sure you carry snacks and water before climbing as there are no shops at the top.

A surreal place filled with devotion that gives you inner peace and makes you happier.



	Sugriv Cave


 

Picture credits: Google 

 

Located near the shore of river Tungabhadra, this cave is a naturally formed cave by huge boulders leaning one over the other. This cave has great historic significance as this is the place where Lord Ram met Sugriv along with Lakshman and Lord Hanuman in the search of Sita. This makes this historic cave a very holy location. Number of carved footprints can be seen on the floor that depicts footprints of Lord Ram and Lakshman.



	Rishimukh Hill


 

Picture credits: Hampi.in 

 

Rishimukh is a historic and sacred place for Hindus as this place is mentioned in the epic Ramanayan. This is the place where Lord Hanuman met Lord Ram and Lakshman for the first time. It holds great significance and faith among people regarding this place. The other attraction of the hill is the Chandramouleshwara temple. You can also see the ruins of the ancient bridge from this temple. The view of the hill is a visual treat when viewed across the river.

 

To conclude, Hampi is a wonder in its own way and attracts tourists with religious, architectural and history lovers in huge numbers to experience the magic of this ancient city. Join us in exploring this ancient historical city in our backpacking trips.
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			Essential Things To Pack For A Backpacking Trip

						Check out these backpacking essentials for planning a backpacking trip  -By Sakshi Rane
					
				
					What is a backpacking trip?

In simple words, backpacking is everything that you need on your trip in a pack on your back. A backpacking trip can last overnight or can stretch to days or weeks. On a backpacking trip, you carry all the necessary things that include food, clothes, personals and camping gear. 

 

Given below are essentials that you shouldn’t miss while planning a backpacking trip:



	A Durable Backpack


A backpacking trip is incomplete without a backpack. So a good quality backpack is necessary as it will last for a long time. While choosing which backpack to buy, take a look at its features, carrying capacity and overall fit. Along with this, a waterproof bag cover is required. Hence, first things first invest in a durable backpack. 

 

                                 Photo by Kathleen Morton



	Clothes & Shoes


Packing clothes for a backpacking trip depends on the weather condition. You will need lightweight clothes if the weather is hot and layers of clothes if the weather is chilly. A decent pair of walking shoes and flip flops are essential. If you plan to  do lots of hiking then a pair of hiking boots/shoes and socks are required. 

 

                    

                    Photo by Columbia Sportswear



	Food & Water


Food that is lightweight and high in calories is the best on a backpacking trip. Rice, beans, oatmeal, instant noodles and pasta can be consumed. Apart from these, snacks like protein bars and shakes are also a good option. Extra water bottles must be carried. 

 

                  

                    Photo by Maddie Gavigan Martin



	Navigation


On a backpacking trip, always carry a topographic map and compass along with you. Nowadays Smartphone apps and GPS devices are of great help but they have a drawback of running out of battery. A backpacking guidebook can also be useful.

   

                 

                   Photo by Profdodd



	First Aid Kit


Basic first aid kit that includes savlon, plasters, bandaids, tweezers, scissors, thermometer, medications and anti-bacterial cream. You can also buy a first aid kit from the pharmacy. 

 

                  

                              Photo by Tascha Rassadornyindee / EyeEm via Getty



	Toiletries


Must have toiletries for a backpacking trip include wet wipes, deodorant, toothbrush, toothpaste, feminine hygiene products, shampoo & conditioner, sunscreen, lip balm, moisturizer, hand sanitizer, towel, thrash bag and mosquito repellant. 

 

                   

                    Photo by Queenie Mak



	Electronics


These days carrying electronics on a backpacking trip is a must. A durable case must be kept with a backup torch. Smartphone, laptop, memory card, power bank, headlamp, headphones, camera, solar charger and travel adapter are some of the things that you can carry.

 

                   

                    Photo by Average Hiker

 

This ultimate list of backpacking essentials is all that you need while packing your backpack. Enjoy your packing. 

 

For backpacking trips, join us!
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			Why are we better than any other Travel AI?
				
					Trekking on mountains is an addictive experience. 

  

Choose a beginner level trek for which fits you and your timeline. Many people choose a harder trek as a amateur, which they regret while doing it.

 

Essential guide for a beginner's  trek

 

Beginners can discover hiking a piece tough and demanding but there are few choices for first timers. If you are interested in trekking however do not have a lot of experience, it can be a chunk overwhelming. 

 

So, on this beginners trekking guide, you'll find all of the usefull facts and Pointers you need to get began.

 

So tie your shoes, and let's prepare to tackle the mountain with these important recommendations!

 

How to choose a trekking trail

 

In case you are a amateur, we propose deciding on trails at are the equal stage as your modern-day fitness stages. Even though trekking is a way to get in shape and stimulate your body.

 

While you’re on the path, these hacks may help you control your self nicely -

 

Distribute load amongst group participants

 

Carry a stick – helps in hiking.

 

Drink water in small portions every period, consider how to moist your lips and maintain sucking on candies (reduces thirst).

 

Pack light backpack- the whole thing you could think about when going for a trek. Take into account, you are going to the mountains wherein you would not need to (neither you will have time to) Take couple of quick-dry clothes in place of jeans

 

Take layered clothing: climate in the mountains is always unpredictable. It can go from pleasant to cold and can be extremely cold in matter of minutes. Place skinny fleece jackets in a backpack. Also, when in mountains no way to forget your rain coat.

 

Well griped trekking shoes: Get a good brand & maximum at ease pair of trekking shoes. High ankles may be very vital and use them sometimes before hike.

 

There is no race: Consider, the reason you are on a trek is due to the fact you desired to trek, enjoy and be one with nature and not due to the fact you wanted to finish it before every body else. Walk like relaxed and by no means try and push yourself an excessive amount of rush.

 

Don’t spoil mountais- The environment up there is very sensitive and it's far our duty to keep it smooth and pure, simply the way mother Nature has made it. So make sure, you don’t litter the vicinity and convey all of your garbage with you returned to the plains and dispose them at the correct places. Additionally, in case you find any wrappers, plastic or some thing that should no longer be there, collect and bring then back to the base for correct disposal.

 

Stay hydrated: Going on high altitude is challenging and it dehydrates and de-energizes us pretty rapidly so it's very vital to keep drinking lots of water and consuming high energy bars, sweets and dry fruits are amazing options for you.

 

Whom to go along with?

Ensure to tell your trek group/organization about this being your first time and their team is well trained. Try go through a few reviews on Google before finalizing any operator. 

 

What to carry on a Trek?

We remember the fact that trekking can be hard, and it’ll be difficult to prepare a listing of things that you may want.

 

	 Good rucksack vary from 45 to 60 litres


 

	 Tent for sleepovers inside the outside (have to be light and sturdy).


 

	 Sleeping bag (temp range relying on terrain)/ bedsheet + drowsing mattress


 

	 Suitable fine trekking footwear (e.G. Quechua Forclaz) + slippers.


 

	 Full track pants (safety from bugs, weed and bruises)+ cotton t-shirts + socks + cap/hat + Jacket


 

	 Put on knee caps to assist in case you are in for a long trek


 

	 Flash light (LED – as they're long lasting) + with batteries no chargeable 


 

	 Camera/cellphone and related 


 

	 A sturdy rope + a swiss knife


 

	 Shades + sunscreen + deodorant (trek>sweat>odour) it also allows starting a bonfire + toothpaste & brush


 

	 Water bottle (2 ltrs) or water bladder with a sipper (Decathlon)


 

	 Sanitizer + tissues or old newspaper 


 

	 Marker/chalk (to mark way if lost) + whistle/walkie takie + compass


 

	 Some extra cash (online payment method can't work on mountains)
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			Why are we better than any other Travel AI?
				
					- By Nishad Raut

The invention of AI or Artificial Intelligence in the present world scenario is proving to be a boon for mankind so far. The implication of AI in almost every field around the world is happening, be it a voice modulator, a video editor, an enhanced chatbot like ChatGPT and several other AI systems are taking the world by storm. 

 

Similarly, the insurgence of AI has also set foot in the tourism industry. With these tools, we can make our work faster, but it also helps us plan an entire itinerary with the help of the destination names we would like to visit. But there’s a catch! Although itineraries and tour planning can be carried out by these AI, it lacks the human touch. An AI will create a magnificent itinerary for us, but it would not consider the little disruptions which might occur on tour. Human tendency is all about foresight and how to avoid any mishaps like these and if any way they occur, how to avoid them. 

 

We at The Bucketlister firstly ensure that our travel experts visit any place which we offer and from the perspective of a solo traveller, a couple and a group tour, we carry out our research and keep in mind the factors which are essential for an everlasting experience of a tour. With us, we corroborate that we can allow the creation of any last-minute changes in an itinerary if our client wishes to. 



Usually, when we ask ChatGPT to give us an itinerary of Hampi, its response goes like this, 

	Start the day by visiting the Virupaksha Temple, one of the oldest and most important temples in Hampi. 
	After exploring the temple, head to Hemakuta Hill for a panoramic view of the surrounding area and the temples on the hill. 
	Continue to the Vittala Temple, known for its impressive architecture and musical pillars. 
	Finish the day with a sunset boat ride along the Tungabhadra River.


 

Whereas what we propose to our clients is 

	Today we wake up early morning & after breakfast, it's time for our walking tour to Vijay Vitthala Temple which is the main Highlight of your Hampi Trip.
	Later, leave for the most enjoyable Bicycle Tour of Hampi - Visit Virupaksha Temple, Hampi Bazaar, Sasivekalu Ganesha, Lakshmi Narasimha, Badavalinga, Lotus Mahal, Elephant Stable, Guard's Quarters, King's Audience Hall, Stepped Tank, Mahanavami Platform, Queens Bath, etc.
	Lunch will be served en route Sightseeing. We end our adventurous day with yet another Beautiful sunset at Hemakuta Hill. 
	Back to our stay, freshen up & leave for Dinner. Let the last night of this trip be more exciting – let's play games, tell the scariest ghost stories, talk about travelling, bond a bit more & let the night have no end.”


 

The difference in both offerings is stark and it answers the question very delightfully. ChatGPT’s response to the prompt is as usual how an AI would respond to it, by being robotic. Considering our response, it perceives a personal touch where one is explaining the itinerary to us in person. That shows the difference between us and an AI. 

 

We make sure that the traveller, irrespective of any budget group would experience the same thrill like any opulent person would. AI’s like ChatGPT, Trip Planner AI and so on might give the perfect itinerary for a trip, but we on the other hand make it certain that we would offer you an offbeat location with some wonders that very few people know about. With that being said, we will give you an enthralling experience on which you will cherish your memories, which is why The Bucketlister is better than an AI. 
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			What travel means to you?
				
					- By Shubham

When I say the word “TRAVEL”, I experience the range of emotions it brings with it, that is excitement, eagerness, enjoyment and memories that travel brings. Travelling has become an incredibly vital part of my life. It is a way to break my monotonous routine, it provides a gateway for refreshments. Travelling could differ from person to person, as for some it’s an opportunity to try and taste new things, whereas an opportunity to get out of their comfort zone for others. 

 

 Travelling gives an opportunity to explore, it is one of the best ways to engage with new people, get to know about their culture, food, languages, beliefs & many more. It provides me a chance to share & create meaningful and memorable experiences. Traveling also helps me to develop my personality, communication skills, verbally or nonverbally. Travel also prepares me to deal with any kind of situation. It helps in building confidence and makes me aware of the things happening around the world. 

 I believe that travel is one of the best teachers that teaches me to live my life and learn various things from it.  It teaches me to be comfortable and survive in various terrains around the world. Also makes me realize that happiness comes from freedom and materialistic possession means nothing. It changes perspectives about various topics and gives clarity to mind.

 Travelling helps in making me a good observer of my surroundings as I begin to see how people do things differently. It also improves my  knowledge about society, geography, history, languages, traditions and different cuisine. Travel also assists me connect to many new people, create relations, new bonds and experience many life changing lessons.

 Why travel is important to me because the relaxation and fun it brings during travel rejuvenates me for taking up my day to day routine. It is a stress-buster, a chance to re-discover myself. Indulging in some leisure and activities that I love to do really takes me back to my younger days. At the end of the day travel makes me a great storyteller.  
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			Cafes in Kasol
				
					- By Shubham

Kasol is a small town in the Kullu district of the Indian state of Himachal Pradesh. Situated in the Parvati Valley, on the banks of the Parvati River, it lies between Bhuntar and Manikaran. It is located 30 km from Bhuntar and 36 km from Kullu town, the district headquarters. Kasol is the Himalayan hotspot for backpackers and serves as a base for nearby treks to Malana and Kheerganga. It is also known as the, ‘Mini Israel of India’ due to a high percentage of Israeli tourists here. It is also home to many amazing and beautiful cafes where people can just sit back and relax and enjoy the view of the snowy mountains while having some delicious snacks. Here are some of the most popular cafes in Kasol.



	The Evergreen Cafe


 

Picture Credits: Holidify

 

It is one of the most popular cafes in kasol. It's famous for its delicious Israeli, Mexican, Chinese and of course Indian cuisine. The vibe of the cafe is pleasant and relaxing as people enjoy their food here in the outdoor seating with a breathtaking view of the mountains. 

The Evergreen cafe is known for its excellent hospitality as the staff over here is very friendly. It serves good chicken schnitzels, sandwiches, mushroom soup and many more. This is a must visit cafe in Kasol.



	Moon Dance Cafe


 

Picture Credits: Just dial

 

Considered as the best cafe in kasol, The Moon Dance cafe is known for its artistic interior, amazing food and live music played during the evening. A perfect place to hangout and spend your evening with your buddies. It offers Indian, Italian, Israeli and many other options. The cafe provides the perfect ambience and the price here is bit high but the experience is totally worth it. 



	Stone Garden Cafe


 

Picture Credits: Just dial

 

Another popular cafe for Israeli cuisine and great music. Attracts a lot of foreigners due to its variety in cuisine. The live music, ambience and offbeat food attracts many tourists and locals. Its interiors have beautiful paintings made on the walls which adds beauty to the cafe.

It is a perfect hangout place.



	Sunshine Cafe


 

Picture Credits: The travel shots

 

Located at a distance from the ground and is accessible after a small hike. It has a nice chill vibe. The uniqueness about this cafe is that it provides massage sessions by expert professionals to release your stress and make you feel relaxed. The scenery of parvati river flowing is spectacular and you can enjoy your favorite beverages by listening to the sound of the river parvati flow.



	Riverview Cafe


 

Picture Credits: Google maps

 

Situated beside river parvati, riverview cafe probably gives the best experience of all cafes. The sound of the water flowing gives peace to the listener and also energizes the mood. It offers continental cuisine to its customers. It has managed to gain popularity among people rapidly and rightfully so. 



	Jim Morrison Cafe


 

Picture credits: Restaurant Guru

 

One of the best cafes in kasol. Jim Morrison cafe is located amidst nature. You have to trek a bit through the forest which itself is a complete different experience. The cafe has cozy vibes with good music playing in the background. Also the ambience of this cafe makes it even more special.



	Caffe 9 


 

Picture credits: Travel Triangle

 

This cafe has a very calm and cozy atmosphere. It feels like second home, sit by the fireplace with light music in the background and enjoy your best time with your loved ones. The staff is super friendly. Their different varieties of tea are a must try.


So what are you waiting for? Explore these amazing cafes in kasol and create some everlasting memories with your loved ones.
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At the Bucketlister, we created tours which existed outside the realm of standard travel itineraries, going beyond the ordinary & completed all that you've wished for (literally, Aapka hukum sarakhon par) to make your journey worthwhile. Being wanderers ourselves, we have already been there, done that like a local. We now want to make you fall in love with the place whilst we take care of the planning.
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				Address:Borivali West, Mumbai
	Phone:+91 7738279836
	Email:hello@thebucketlister.in
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